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TRF Mission Statement 
 

 We are dedicated to: 

improving and promoting the 

sport of fly fishing in Nevada. 

Promote and encourage the 

conservation of game fish, 

especially wild trout, through 

the betterment of the streams 

and lakes everywhere. 

Encourage and assist our 

youth to become fly fishers 

and true sportspersons. 
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Upcoming Events: 
January: 

5
th

  Board of Directors Mtg. – 

6:00 at Round Table 

Pizza (4
th

 & Vine). 
 

23
rd

 Project Healing Waters – 

11:00 – 1:00 we will be 

teaching veterans how to 

tie flies at the EL Cord 

Building at 1670 N. 

Virginia St. If you would 

like to volunteer or 

participate, contact 

Charles Lorang at 775-

815-7426 or 

drifly@charter.net  
 

27
th

 General Mtg. – 

TBA…We will have 

homemade brownies by 

Lisa. 6:30 at NDOW. 
 

Banquet: 

March 6
th

 – Airport Plaza…  

 No Host Cocktails  

 begin at 5:30. 

President’s Message                by Tillie Arizmendi 
 

 

Hi Fellow Flyfishers, 
 

 After a couple of good storms last month, the autumn leaves have left the 

cottonwoods on the Truckee River, ice is beginning to form on our local still waters, 

and I’m afraid winter is here to stay for a few months. We had some challenges in 

November. Our guest speaker canceled two days before the General Meeting and on top 

of that the NDOW office was double booked the night of the meeting. The board had 

made the decision to move the general meeting to the week before Thanksgiving, but 

we didn’t think to change our reservation with NDOW. My thanks to those who showed 

up. We went out for coffee and had a nice visit with everyone.  

  The November Fish out was canceled the day before by Fish Master, Mike Sevon. 

He went out to Pyramid Lake two days before the fish out with the intention of setting 

up his wall tent. With blustery winds on Thursday he opted to not set up his big tent and 

on Friday, the storm moved in and everyone was forced off the lake. Winds at Sutcliffe 

were recorded at 49 miles per hour. With a forecast of up to 5 inches of snow in Reno, 

he e-mailed the board and club members that the fish out was off for Saturday. I think 

the safety of the club members is important and agreed that we should cancel the fish 

out. The Pyramid Lake highway can be dangerous. Saturday came, the storm passed and 

it would have been a great day to fish. Oh Well!! Better safe than sorry. 

 Our club generally slows down through the holiday season to allow club members 

to catch up with their holiday honey-dos. We don’t have a general meeting or fish out 

planned for the month of December. There have been some discussions with our club 

members about putting together a fly tying session or two at NDOW during the winter 

months where we would get together and have a guest tier and tie a few patterns. I 

would love to hear from the club members if they would be interested in participating.  

 In January at the General meeting, we will take nominations for club officers for the 

upcoming year. I would like each of you to consider your role with the club and step up 

to be on the board or to consider an office. There are a number of board members and 

officers who are ready to let someone take over the reins. You will be rewarded with 

free pizza and soft drinks at every board meeting and the satisfaction of being part of a 

really cool fishing club.  

 Happy Holidays to you all! 

 

Your President, 

 

Tillie Arizmendi 

 

 

Let’s go fishing: Let your hook be always cast.  

For in a pool where you least expect it, will be a fish. 

December 2009 
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Conservation Snapshot                 by Joe Cendagorta 
 

Castor Canadensis  

 The common beaver (castor Canadensis) may be an important and cost effective tool in the restoration and 

enhancement of Western lakes and streams. Construction of their low-tech dams and resulting ponds provides the 

following benefits: the extended slow release of water late into summer, keeping rivers and streams free flowing; 

saturation of surrounding land areas that become water retention banks; and the creation of fish friendly wildlife 

riparian habitats.  

 Beavers are a keystone species generally abundant before European settlement — early estimates placing their 

numbers at 60 million or more. While exploring much of North America 200 hundred years ago, David Thompson 

observed: ―The west is in the possession of two distinct races of beings, man and the beaver.‖   

 Water concerns are starting to impact the West and its fisheries. Increasingly, climatic changes (the general drying 

out of the West) and population growth will soon dictate that water issues will become the norm.  Beavers, their dams 

and resulting benefits may be an effective and low cost aid in the preservation of many threatened and impacted 

fisheries. 

 Historically, beaver re-introduction has faced opposition from various sources. Some water-rights owners feel that 

beavers alter their water supplies and impact their livelihoods. Other areas of concern are the flooding of trails, back 

roads, cabins, etc.  

 It’s time to take a new look at this issue. In the last decade, drought-driven catastrophic wildfires have devastated 

the West. Some impacted watersheds have been so severely damaged that soils become hydrophobic (less permeable 

to water) — at times actually repelling water. This results in erosion, flooding and drinking water quality issues. 

 Recent satellite thermal imaging conducted by the NOAA Fisheries in Oregon show that water temperature drops 

of between 2-4 degrees centigrade are common in watersheds with functioning beaver populations. In this day of 

economic concerns, it’s important to consider the benefits these hard working rodents provide for free. 

Truckee River Flyfishers has teamed with Project Healing Waters!  
 

 Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc., initiated and conducted by members of the Federation of Fly Fishers 

and Trout Unlimited, serves military personnel who have been wounded, injured, or disabled to aid their physical and 

emotional recovery by introducing or rebuilding the skills of fly fishing and fly tying and by using and enjoying these 

skills on fishing outings and as lifelong recreation. 

Charles Lorang is our Project Healing Waters Coordinator. We will be holding our first PHW’s event (fly 

tying) on January 23
rd

. We will need volunteers to help teach veterans how to tie flies. The event will be from 11:00 – 

1:00 at the EL Cord Building (KNPB Community Room) 1670 North Virginia Street, Reno. Volunteers will need to 

arrive by 10:30. If you would like to volunteer or participate, please contact Charles at 775-815-7426 or 

drifly@charter.net . 

 

  

Future Fly Tier…   ―I want to be 

like my daddy and eventually like Bud 

Johnson too!!!‖ 
 

 Brody has been completely 

fascinated by Ryan’s fly tying room and 

all of the fun goodies it entails since he 

was itty-bitty (he was one-year old in 

this picture). As I write this, Brody is 

playing with hair stackers and watching a 

flyfishing video with Ryan… I am soooo 

outnumbered!!! 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas!!!! 

Lisa Shea 
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TRF Annual Banquet 
  

 

     March 6
th
 – Kevin Peterson will present on Fly Fishing the Eastern Slope of  

     the Sierras from Bridgeport to Bishop at the Truckee River Flyfishers’  

     Annual Banquet. 

 

     Kevin Peterson has lived in Mammoth Lakes since 1982 and has been  

     guiding the waters of the Eastern Sierra for over 20 years. His love for the  

     outdoors and fly fishing and his skills as a teacher make him a natural for  

     this sport.  He is the ex-co-owner of The Trout Fly and The Trout Fitter as  

     well as the lead guide for both shops.  

 

      As an F.F.F. certified casting instructor, Kevin can teach the beginner all of 

the skills needed to start a lifetime of fly fishing adventures or even teach that old dog a new trick or two. He guided 

for the prestigious Clearwater House on Hat creek in Northern California for 6 years and has been featured on four 

episodes of Inside Sportfishing on the Fox network as well as three episodes of "Familiar Waters" with Mike 

Pawlawski on The Outdoor Channel. 

 

The Fun Details: 

 When and Where -  March 6
th
 at the Airport Plaza in  

Reno. No host cocktails start at 5:30. 

Tickets –  Tickets will be available at the Reno Fly Shop,  

Orvis, at the General Meetings and club events… just find a  

Board Member. Tickets purchased by February 27
th
 will cost $35  

and those purchased after will cost $45. If you buy your ticket by  

February 27
th
, you will be entered into the raffle for a California  

Fishing License (we will issue you a check to buy or reimburse 

the cost of your CA License). 

 Raffle – Our main raffle item will be a ½ day guided trip  

(that is 4 hours on the water) with Arlo Townsend on the Truckee  

River or Pyramid Lake… your choice! I know Ryan is dying for  

the chance to catch one of those amazing Arlo Browns.  

Silent Auction – We will have tons of cool items up for 

bid at our Silent Auction (No credit cards… Cash or Check  

ONLY this year). Watch in next newsletter for more info about 

the items up for auction! 
 

You won’t want to miss this one… terrific speaker, super cool silent auction items, groovy  

raffle stuff, good food, and a great chance to see your fishing buddies out of waders!!! 
 

 

 
(Tentative) Upcoming Events Snapshot 

 

 

 

January:    March:      May: 

 5
th
 – Board Meeting           2

nd
 – Board Meeting          4

th
 – Board Meeting 

 23
rd

 – Project Healing Waters         24
th
 – General Meeting          16

th
 – Indian Creek Fish Out 

 27
th
 – General Meeting          28

th
 – Squaw Fish Out          26

th
 – General Meeting 

 

February:    April:     June: 

 2
nd

 – Board Meeting           6
th
 – Board Meeting          1

st
 – Board Meeting 

 13
th
 – Hinkson Fish Out          24

th
 – Pyramid Fish Out          19

th
 – Davis Fish Out 

 24
th
 – General Meeting          28

th
 – General Meeting          23

rd
 – General Meeting 

Arlo Townsend and yet another monster brown! 

http://www.thetroutfly.com/
http://www.thetroutfly.com/
http://www.thetroutfitter.com/


Winterize Your Warm Weather Gear       Bud J. 
  

 Wintertime calls for cold weather clothes including insulated waders, somewhat heavier weight rods and, 

generally, sink type lines. So where is all that warm weather gear going to end up? In the garage? 

 Not the garage – why not the garage? Most of our garages contain one or more vehicles, gas powered machines 

and many volatile fluids which are all able to give off fumes that will attack your expensive waders, fly lines, 

leader materials, etc. 

 I routinely wash my light weight waders and hang them indoors, demount my reels that most likely won’t be 

used in winter, then clean the lines and rewind each on an empty large spool and, again, store in the house. 

  While doing the above maintenance on your equipment you are able to either make repairs where needed or 

perhaps drop hints as to what Santa could make appear under the old Christmas tree – I will! 

December Prospects                    by Wes Ong 
 

 

Eagle Lake:  The Lake is very low and this year the fishing has been better than in past years. December, if mild 

could see some good numbers with the takes being soft and the fight a little sluggish as the water temperature 

drops. Low light overcast days are best with a slight chop. Rule here is bright day, bright fly, dark day, bright fly, 

and any day, bright fly! Fish are cruisers here and will come to the fly so one that gets there attention from a 

distance is best. 
 

Trinity River:  Bill, of the Reno Fly Shop says that the first two weeks of December are a good time to hit this 

Steelhead water. Use small mayflies and stone flies under an indicator. I would fish the upper end from Junction 

City to Willow Creek; the river flows along Highway 299 the whole way. Water is low too, it was last year too. 
 

Pyramid Lake:  Well if you got the message that the fish out last month was cancelled at the last minute, and you 

didn’t go you missed some good chocolate cake that Lisa made. If you were stubborn like me and went anyway, I 

caught seven and by the afternoon it was down right nice on the lake so I left. My hot fly was a Northern Lights 

Tadpole with a purple underbelly tied extra large. Fish have been scattered this fall so don’t stay in one place too 

long without getting bit. If nothing is going on in shallow water, go deep. This month I would exercise extreme 

caution when float tubing on the Lake. Carry your cell phone (good signal now), and go with a buddy. 
 

Squaw Creek Res.:  Sunny warm day with little wind could be a good day to make the trip up here now that gas is 

down by the 2 buck mark. The upper end has several warm water springs, which keep the lake ice free most of the 

time. Probably will schedule a fish outing here in the spring. 
 

Little Truckee:  Now open all year between Boca and Stampede, this artificial only water on November 15
th
 

changed to zero limit until the last Saturday in April. Flows will be minimal so a whole different set of tactics need 

to be applied. If you have ever fished Putah Creek in the winter this is the type of approach that you need to 

employ. Sunny mid-day bite would be my guess. 
 

Yuba River:  Opens December First above the Highway 20 Bridge. Big water and it takes a long walk to get away 

from the crowds. Fishable water flows are below 1000 cfs. Small mayflies and stoneflies hatch here all winter. Rise 

forms could be rough fish so look closely. Salmon and Steelhead are in the river at this time of the year so carry 

egg patterns. 
 

Truckee River:  It is not too late to fish streamers in the lower river, water levels have been low for most of the 

fall which means that the fish have been subjected to predators of winged, four legged, and two legged kind. This is 

the first time in a long time that the water thru town has dropped below 200 cubic feet per second. California side is 

now open all year with the same zero limit that applies to the Little Truckee. Colder water will mean that the fish 

will not move far to take your fly so keep this in mind when working the water and decoding where the fish are 

going to hold. 
 

Others:  Jenkins Reservoir on highway 50, lots of planters; Baum Lake, Lake McCumber, East Walker, and the 

Owens River 
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Board of Directors  

&  

TRF Officers 
 

President: 

Tillie Arizmendi 

775-338-3661 
tadragonfly@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President: 

Wes Ong 

775-530-0725 

weswinnot@aol.com 
 

Secretary: 

Tom Smith 

775-741-8825 

edsontiger@aol.com 
 

Treasurer: 

Jerry Holtgrave 

775-673-2919 

holtgravej@charter.net 
 

Conservation: 

Joe Cendagorta 

775-747-7858 

cendagorta@charter.net 
 

Web Master: 

Curt Kamada 

775-376-9453 

fishncurt@hotmail.com 
 

Biologist on Staff: 

Mark Warren 

775-972-5942 

markeraw@ndow.org 
 

Project Healing Waters: 

Charles Lorang 

775-815-7426 

drifly@charter.net  
 

Angler’s Line Editor: 

Lisa Shea 

775-575-5901 

shealife@hotmail.com 
 

Board Members Needed: 
We have open positions… 

Trout in the Classroom 

and Fly Tiers Round 

Table. How about you????  
 

Join us on the first 

Tuesday of the month at 

6:00 at Round Table   (4
th
 

and Vine). 

 

 

Banquet Volunteers Needed ASAP!!! 
 

 More good fishing karma… Volunteer to make the TRF Banquet a success!!! We 

need volunteers to plan, organize, solicit donations, tie flies, help with set-up and take-

down, and for all of the fun stuff in between. If you are interested in volunteering, 

contact Lisa Shea at 775-575-5901 or at shealife@hotmail.com. 

From the Biologist       by Mark Warren 
 

 

 In late October of this year I was fortunate enough to fish Diamond Lake in Oregon 

with my two buddies John Gebhardt and Ralph Phenix. Diamond Lake covers 2,982 

surface acres and is located about 70 miles northwest of Crater Lake and about a 6-hour 

drive from Reno. Years ago the lake had become inundated with chubs, a cousin of the 

chubs found at Pyramid Lake, and they were having a negative impact on the trout 

fishery. Oregon Fish and Game chemically treated the lake in 2006 and restocked it 

with thousands and thousands of rainbow trout. The lake is relatively shallow (40 feet) 

and very prolific (lots of food for the trout). In 2008, my old friend and working buddy 

Dave Rice fished Diamond in the fall and came back with stories of many trout in the 

16 to 24-inch size range, so this year I thought I would give it a try. 

 I booked two nights in a ―rustic cabin‖ with two bedrooms, three beds and a wood 

stove for $138 a night. A three-day out-of-state fishing license was procured over the 

Internet and we were ready to go. The first night was spent in Klamath Falls as we left 

late in the day, then on to Diamond Lake. The ―rustic cabin‖ was pretty rustic, but 

adequate. In addition to the cabins and hotel, there was a little store and café. For those 

of you that like to camp, the lake boasts 240  

campsites. We took breakfast and lunch  

fixings, but ventured out for the dinner at  

the café. The food was mediocre and  

overpriced, but warm and palatable. 

 The lake lies in a beautiful setting,  

surrounded by pine trees and jagged  

mountains. We put our three pontoon boats  

in at the south end boat ramp because  

everyone said that that is the place to fish.  

Numerous weed beds can be found  

stretching out several hundred feet from  

shore and that’s where the fish were,  

because that is also where the food is found.  

We got to talk with the local biologist prior  

to launching – which is always a good idea. 

He told us that the fish they’ve been  

sampling were gorging themselves on snails. 

I quickly tied on a snail pattern 8-inches  

behind by green leech. The first day we  

caught 32 fish between the three of us, the  

second day fewer (cold, rain, wind). The  

majority of the fish were 10 to 14 inches,  

but there were enough in the 17 to 24 inch  

size range to keep life interesting and all fish were very fat. 

 I would say that Diamond Lake would be worth the drive. It is no secret and the 

lake is loaded with boaters. Also, Tim Huckabee told me that the mosquitoes are large 

and hungry in the spring, but we ner’ saw an insect.  



Truckee River 

Flyfishers 
 

P.O. Box 7234 

Reno, NV 89510 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have sent 

anything to our old 

mailing address at North 

Towne Ln., please 

contact Tom Smith 

ASAP!!! 
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2010 Membership Form 
 

Name:           Date:    
 

Address:           
 

City:       State:     Zip:     
 

Phone:   Home     Cell      
 

E-mail:           
 

Occupation:           
 

Fly Fishing Experience:  

Beginner     Intermediate         Advanced   
 

Are you willing to volunteer at Club events?      Yes         No   
 

Are you interested in being on the Board?          Yes         No   
 

Circle One: Individual = $25 Family = $30    Student/Junior = $10 
 

New Member    Renewal   Healing Waters   
 

 

Contact:  Lisa Shea 

shealife@hotmail.com 

We’re on the web! 

www.truckeeriverflyfishers.org 

Mid Lipera & Cal Bird Nominations!!! 
 

 Submit your written nomination for the Mid Lipera (someone who has had a 

positive impact and made a difference for the sport of fly fishing) and the Cal Bird Cup 

(excellence in fly tying) to Tillie Arizmendi at P.O. Box 7234, Reno, NV 89510 or 

tadragonfly@yahoo.com. Submissions are due by February 1, 2010. 


